
Special Report 
 

A Booze Accounting 
USM Alcohol Problems Increase During Saunders' First Year 

 
 
Data released recently by the USM Police Department (USMPD) indicates that the 
number of liquor law violations on the USM campus increased dramatically during 2007, 
USM President Martha Saunders' first year at the helm.  According to Erica Sherrill 
Owens' story for The Student Printz entitled "Alcohol related arrests increase," the 
USMPD reported 176 liquor law violations in 2007, compared to just 75 in 2006, 
representing an increase of 135% over that time period.   
 

 
 

More importantly, USMPD figures reported in Owens' report indicated that campus-wide 
DUI citations increased from 15 in 2006 to 85 in 2007.  These totals represent a 467% 
increase for the year.  According to one USM freshman interviewed by Owens, the 
USMPD seems to be fighting "a losing battle," and given all of the liquor possessed in 
the dorms it seems as though the University is "not making a big deal out of [alcohol on 
campus]." 
 
It is not known at this time whether USM is actually experiencing a return to the "party 
school" reputation it once held, perhaps even during Saunders' own time as a USM 
student decades ago.  What is known is that the recently released USMPD data indicate 
that such a return to glory is not beyond the realm of possibility.    


